
 
Themes from Hegel (Upper level undergraduate class) 

 
The intellectual legacy of Georg Hegel extends from psychiatry, to Marxism, through analytic philosophy, to post-
colonial race and feminist theory. Yet in spite of this rich influence, Hegel’s texts themselves are often seen as difficult 
and obscure. In this course we will read key parts of Hegel’s texts, and look at the range of ways his ideas have been taken 
up. Sometimes these authors explicitly draw on Hegel in their work. At other times we can recognize Hegelian themes or 
schema in them thought they do not explicitly cast themselves as Hegelian.  
The course is in four parts. The first focuses on the master slave dialectic. The second looks at the way in which 
contemporary philosophical theories of reasons, accountability and language can be traced back to Hegel. The third looks 
at the closely related topics of freedom and alienation. The final part focuses on Hegel’s distinctive view of history and 
causation.  

This is a high level class: we will read some difficult and challenging philosophy. We will devote a small amount 
of time at the end of each class to discussing the upcoming reading. This is designed to provide important information 
about which parts to focus on, and in some cases I will provide a sheet of key background and terminology to help you 
make sense of the texts you read. Students should be prepared to spend time in a careful reading of Hegel’s text and be 
ready to read a broad range of more contemporary texts, spanning literature, psychology and sociology.  
 
Learning objectives 
Students will: 

-‐ Acquire familiarity with Hegel’s original texts and gain competency reading and analyzing them 
-‐ Gain knowledge of the wide range of ways in which Hegel’s thought has been received in the 20th and 21st 

century, and think creatively about his continuing legacy.  
-‐ Practice building, analyzing and critiquing philosophical arguments  
-‐ Develop verbal and written communication skills through regular writing assignments and class discussions.  

 
Assessment and grading 
Attendance and participation, including spoken contributions and active listening skills: 20% of grade 
Class attendance is mandatory. In addition to making spoken contributions, successful participation includes adequate 
preparation for class, actively listening to your peers, asking questions of them and the instructor, and seeking to support a 
successful, productive space for discussion in your conduct more broadly. 
 
Reading responses and discussion points (three of each): 25% of grade 
Students will take turns to write a short reading response (c.600 words) on the week’s reading on certain weeks, and to 
provide a short list of possible discussion points for class discussion on other weeks.  
 
Midterm paper: 25% of grade 
Max 2000 words. Suggested topics will be provided, but students can choose their own topics with the instructor’s 
approval.  
 
Final project: 30% of grade 
Max 3000 words. This project can either constitute an in-depth critical engagement with a viewpoint put forward in one of 
the texts we have read, or an application of a theme from Hegel to another topic of interest. Suggested titles will be 
provided. Students are encouraged to suggest their own but must seek approval of the instructor. Drafts are due two weeks 
before the final deadline and feedback will be provided.  
 
Recommended introductory and background guides:  
Peter Singer A very Short Introduction 
Alan Wood Hegel’s Ethical Thought 
Mike Inwood A Hegel Dictionary 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Schedule of Readings 
Master slave dialectic: Recognition & Synthesis 

1. Hegel  
a. Phenomenology of Spirit, Ch.4 “Self-consciousness”  
b. Philosophy of Mind 329-362, Philosophy or Right 57 

2. Kojève  
a. Alexandre Kojève Introduction to the Reading of Hegel Ch.1 “In place of an introduction” 
b. Alexandre Kojève Introduction to the Reading of Hegel Ch. 2 “Summary of the First Six Chapters of the 

Phenomenology of Spirit” 
3. Feminism 

a. Simone de Beauvoir Extracts from The Second Sex 
b. Patricia Hill Collins Black Feminist Thought Chapters 1 and 2. 

4. Race 
a. Aimé Césaire Discourse on Colonialism Optional: Aimé Césaire A Tempest 
b. W.E. DuBois The Souls of Black Folk Ch.1  

5. Psychological development and psycopathology 
a. Tomasello et al. “Understanding and sharing intentions: the origins of cultural cognition” 
b. Marsha Linehan Cognitive Behavioral Treatment of Borderline Personality Disorder short extracts 

Alan Bennett The Madness of King George  
 
Reasons and Accountability  

6. Reasons and accountability 
a. Hegel extracts from Philosophy of Right,  
b. Alan Wood Hegel’s ethical Thought Ch. 7 

7. Analytic philosophy: accountability 
a. Robert Brandom “Georg Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit” 
b. Steve Darwall. Extracts from The Second Person Standpoint 

8. Analytic philosophy: language 
a. Wittgenstein’s Private Language Argument. Philosophical Investigations 244-271 
b. Donald Davidson “The Second person” focus on pp.110 ff.  

 
Freedom and Alienation 

9. Hegel on freedom and alienation 
a. Extracts from the Philosophy of Right 
b. Extracts from the Logic 

Alan Wood Hegel’s Ethical Thought Ch. 2 
10. Marxist alienation,  

a. Karl Marx extracts from the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts 
b. Klein No Logo Section 3 “No Jobs” Chapters 9 and 10 & (optional) listen to debate on the economist 

between Naomi Klein and Sameena Ahmed “Pro Logo vs No Logo” http://www.wnyc.org/story/84896-
pro-logo-vs-no-logo/ 

11. Freedom and authoritarianism 
a. Karl Popper The Open Society and Its Enemies Vol II Chapter 12 “Hegel and the New Tribalism” 
b. Slavoj Žižek Violence Ch.1 

 
History and Causation 

12. Hegel on History 
a. Extracts from Reason in history, a general introduction to the philosophy of history 
b. Extracts from Lectures on the Philosophy of World History 

13. Historical materialism,  
a. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels Extracts from The German Ideology 
b. Jared Diamond Guns, Germs and Steel 

14. The end of history 
a. Francis Fukuyama “The End of History?” 
b. Huntington “The Clash of Civilizations”, Fukiyama  “At the end of history still stands democracy” 


